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A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PARTS 
OF A MODERN BOOK. 


By W. BRAMLEY CoupLAND, Librarian, Burnley Public Library. 


Oo 


HE usual order, &c., of the various parts of an average modern 

book may be enumerated as follows :-— 

Firstly there are several blank leaves usually termed 
“end-papers ’ which are followed by the half-title or bastard 
title. The title-page proper, giving the full title of the book, 
with name of author, editor, or translator, particulars as to pub- 
lisher, place of publishing and date, is generally on the first recto 
after the half-title. In addition the back of the title-page usually 
contains a bibliographical note. Then follow the dedication, if 
any, and the errata slip, if any. The dedication is a statement 
referring to the person to whom the work is ascribed. The errata 
slip consists of a list of corrections or a key to the misprints occurring 
in the book. After the errata slip comes the Preface, Contents, 
and List of Illustrations. The Preface is supposed to explain 
to the readers the purpose of the work. The Contents and IIlustra- 
tions Lists set out the titles of the chapters or divisions, and the 
various illustrations, maps, &c., occurring in the work. The 
numbers of the pages, &c., are generally added as a guide to the 
reader and collator. 

The next section or part of a modern work is termed the 
Introduction or Prologue. This generally gives the reader a brief 
survey of the volume, its aims and characteristics. Books without 
Introductions often have such information embodied in the preface. 
The frontispiece, if any, should be found between the half-title 
and the full title-page. After the introduction there is the work 
or text, consisting of chapters or sections. Most books have an 
index following the text, and some possess appendices, chrono- 
logical tables, plans, maps, bibliographies and memoranda pages 
in the rear of the volume. 

Lastly, there are end-papers, corresponding to those at the 
commencement. 

Miscellanea.—Some books possess explanatory pages of 
contractions, or symbols used in the work, which usually follow 
the introduction. Instructions to the binder form another feature 
of each work, when the book is in sheets. Any modern book 
may be without any one or more of the above parts, according 
to the particular requirements of each book. 

Vol. XVI. New Series gt. January, 1914. 
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Difficulties of ascertaining if it is perfect—The collation of 
modern books as far as the actual quire checking is concerned, is 
not a very difficult matter, each quire being lettered once. A 
second set, however, viz., Bz, C2, &c., is frequently to be found 
on the second or other leaf of each quire. If necessary, it is 
generally an easy matter to find strings or wires, as there is little 
tight binding. As a matter of fact, checking by quire make-up, 
when dealing with modern books is practically ignored, for as 
the quires and signatures are regular, the majority may be quickly 
collated by contents and illustration lists, leaves and pages. Many 
modern books are issued without means of checking their contents. 
One frequently finds books to which no guide has been furnished 
as regards the illustrations, plates, maps, plans, diagrams, biblio- 
graphies or indexes they are supposed to contain. Those guides 
which are provided are so imperfect that they are almost worthless 
and stand self-condemned. 

It is not unknown to find beoks with statements on the title- 
page stating in a general way that such book contains so many 
plates and illustrations, yet no list of same is included, or key to 
their positions in the work. 

Modern publishers, however, frequently employ half-a-quire, 
a quarter of a quire, or even a single leaf for the commencing and 
final leaves of a book, such being pasted on an adjoining quire. 
This practice makes it uncertain to say whether a front leaf has 
a corresponding one behind, and consequently indexes, appendices, 
or any of the preliminary matter may be omitted without easy 
detection of their loss. 

Again, publishers are apt to include blank pages and illustra- 
tions in the pagination, and only supply partial contents inventory, 
with the result that seeming missing pages may be illustrations, 
or the volume may be illustrated and contain tables or maps, 
which, owing to the absence of contents, inventory, &c., cannot 
be checked. It is obvious that a list of illustrations is indispen- 
sable if an accurate collation is to be made. Pasted-on errata 
slips are a frequent source of trouble, for these valuable guides 
to discrepancies are easily lost. Publishers’ methods of pagination 
in modern books involve increased difficulties in ascertaining 
whether a book is perfect or not Blank pages and illustrations 
are included in the pagination, which, if left out in re-binding or 
lost during circulation make the book afterwards appear incomplete. 
Many works, instead of having Roman figures for the introductory 
pages and Arabic figures for the text are issued with only one 
pagination. 

If, as is often the case, there has been an inaccurate estimate 
of the amount of space the preliminary matter would occupy, the 
broken progression suggests incompleteness. Further difficulties 
are likely to occur through the deplorable practices of including 
illustrations only bearing tissue titles, relegating information 
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anent series or number of volumes issued to the backs of sub-title 
pages, presentation of parts of works as whole works, or old matter 
as new. Although not directly concerned with the matter of collation, 
the confusion which often accompanies the wide misuse of the 
terms “ revised’”’ and “ augmented,” or the omission of dates, 
editors, and translators from title-pages, cannot be over-estimated. 

As has often been suggested, the only real solution to the 
difficulties of collating modern books would be for publishers to 
print the collation of each book on the back of the title-page, a 
feature which would involve little expense or trouble, and would 
be of great bibliographical value. 


PAGES FROM A DUTCH NOTE BOOK. 


By Henry A. SHarpP, Croydon Public Libraries, MacAlister Prize 
Winner, 1912-13. 


0 


3.—THE PRESERVATION OF HISTORICAL RECORDS IN 
HOLLAND. 


OLLAND is very far in advance of Great Britain in matters 

pertaining to the preservation and documentation of her 

local records, for each of the eleven States has a provincial 
depot, that at the Hague being at once the central repository 
for the whole country as well as the depot for a specific province. 
Each depét is in charge of an archivist, whose duty it is to collect 
and index all those records which fall within his jurisdiction, and 
to make an annual report to the chief archivist. 

A typical example of these local repositories is the one at 
Amsterdam, which the writer recently had the privilege of visiting 
under the guidance of Mr. Kapsteyn, the deputy archivist. 

The building in which the collection is stored was erected as a 
town-gate in 1488, and is known as the St. Anthonieswaag, or 
Old Weigh-house, but subsequently it was used as the Guildhall 
of the Master Masons, whose original charter dates from 1275. 

Full of absorbing interest as these associations are, the centre 
of attraction lies in the enormous collection of registers and docu- 
ments, comprising registers of births, baptisms, betrothals, 
marriages, deaths, removals, property, and indeed, of every con- 
ceivable thing capable of being registered. 
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Our party was kindly conducted through this mass of material 
by the deputy archivist, who first directed our attention to a series 
of property registers dating from 1665, by means of which it is 
possible to trace the history of any property in Amsterdam through 
its successive changes of ownership. The writer recalls with 
amazement one huge collection in particular, relating to an old 
family of The Hague named De Graeff, one member of which was 
a Burgomeister of Amsterdam. Among other registers of this kind 
are those which detail the lands and properties in the possession of 
the monasteries and hospitals of the city. 

Obviously the value of such a collection of documents is 
inestimable for genealogical purposes. There is a printed catalogue 
of extracts, forming a key to the whole collection, each entry bearing 
a number directing the enquirer to the drawer in which the actual 
manuscript is contained. A similar class catalogue of extracts 
from the charters relating to Amsterdam down to 1875, was com- 
piled in 1908, each class being denoted by a different letter, and 
the arrangement under each class being according to accession 
numbers. 

There is also an index of marriages from 1578-1811, and of 
births from 1564-1811, while the oldest death register dates from 
1553. Another exceedingly interesting set of registers of quite a 
different character relate to the transactions of the Official Pawn- 
broker, the profession having been under the control of the 
Municipality for over 300 years. 

Indexes to all the registers are gradually being compiled on 
cards, which are stored in trays or boxes. So far systematized 
has the work of this department become, that information which 
formerly took two hundred hours to unearth, can now be found in 
ten minutes. 

During our tour we were also shown the archives of the Orphan 
Houses of Amsterdam, dating from 1560, in which, strange 
to say, the orphans are indexed under their Christian name followed 
by their surname. 

The work of the repository does not cease here, however, but 
it endeavours to collect material of all kinds relating to the city, 
and its citizens. Articles appearing in periodicals on the history 
of Amsterdam or of its celebrities, are indexed and arranged 
alphabetically ; buildings about to be demolished are photographed ; 
play-bills are being collected by a private individual, ultimately to 
be handed over to the repository ; and portraits of persons who 
have lived in Amsterdam are filed in portfolios. Recently a large 
iron stack-room has been added wherein to store the more valuable 
documents and other items, including some priceless old Church 


documents. 
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CURRENT NEWS 


oO 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. } 


At Walthamstow, measures have been instituted with the advice 
and approval of the District Auditor whereby the sole responsi- 
bility for school library work has been transferred from the Library 
Committee to the Education Committee. This is the outcome of a 
test case with the L.G.B. and the Board of Education, and has 
been arrived at after months of discussion. The Public Libraries 
are now relieved of any responsibility for children’s work, and a 
proper arrangement exists whereby the Education Committee 
takes over the books and the staff which the Libraries previously 
maintained to this end. The correspondence is rather bulky, and 
is of great importance as showing the attitude of the Government 
Boards to this question, and as there is no means of making the 
correspondence public without considerable cost, the Librarian 
of Walthamstow (G. E. Roebuck) has arranged to send it on to any 
authority making application for the same. Applicants will 
receive the portfolio in order of their applications. 


THE Society of Apothecaries has presented to the Guildhall Library 
the minute-book of the City of London Board of Health, with 
interesting reports and papers relative to a visitation of cholera 
in the metropolis during 1831. The Wiltshire Archzological 
Society has also made a gift of an historical nature. It consists of 
a receipt book used in 1745 by Sir Richard Hoare, Lord Mayor of 
London, who raised a fund for the support of the soldiers employed 
to suppress the rebellion in that year. A sum of nearly {19,000 
seems to have been collected at the Mansion House for that object. 


MR. WILLIAM Honey, an old Lambethian, who recently retired 
from the position of Clerk to the Lambeth United Charities, has 
presented the Borough with a unique collection of maps, prints, 
portraits, &c., dealing with old Lambeth. Upon the recommenda- 
tion of the General Purposes Committee, it has been decided 
to house the collection at the Carnegie Library, Herne Hill. 


A MOST interesting exhibition of books and prints dealing with 
London in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries has been held 
recently at the Willesden Green Public Library. The books and 
pamphlets have been lent by Mr. Aleck Abrahams, of Willesden 
Green, and the prints displayed upon the walls, by Mr. C. W. F. 
Goss, of the Bishopsgate Institute. 
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Tue Bibliographical Society of America held its annual mid-winter 
meeting on January 2nd, in the Harper Memorial Hall of the 
University of Chicago. 


UNDER the auspices of the Hungarian Ministry of Education and 
Public Worship, a commission of fifteen has examined all the 
juvenile literature of the country, and on the basis of the reports 
made, the Ministry is reforming the school libraries. 


Dr. CARNEGIE’S offer of £15,000 for the provision of four branch 
libraries has been accepted by the Nottingham City Council. 


A Report on the risk of infection from books removed from houses 
where cases of infectious diseases have occurred has been made to 
the Sheffield Public Libraries Committee by Dr. H. Scurfield, the 
Medical Officer of Health. He states that with the system in use 
for the location and disinfection or destruction of such books, the 
risk of infection being conveyed is very remote. The Libraries 
Committee, therefore, propose to continue the present practice. 


LectuREs, or “ talks ’’ to children, have been commenced at the 
York Public Library. The Library Committee, after considering 
a suggestion that lectures should be given to a certain number of 
children from each of the elementary schools, had a room prepared 
at the Library for the purpose. The Education Committee has 
given permission for the children to attend. Mr. Furnish’s ‘“‘talks”’ 
consist of explanations as to how to obtain books from the Library, 
and how to use them. 


THE total membership of the American Library Association, as 
given in the Handbook for 1913, is 2,563. New York State con- 
tributes the largest part of this total, namely 458. Massachusetts 
comes next with 281, and Illinois is third with 235. Of foreign 
memberships, England and Germany take first and second place. 
It may be noted that the total membership of the Library Associa- 
tion, according to the report of the Council for 1913, is 658. To 
this, however, should be added the membership of the Library 
Assistants’ Association, 492—a total English Association member- 
ship of 1,150. 

THE Brighton Herald waxes facetious on the subject of classification. 
In its issue of December 2oth, it says: “‘ His affectionate nature 
notwithstanding, the flea is an elusive creature. Mr. Lister, the 
Hove Librarian, has evidently found him so. He has recently 
had to classify him, for a treatise upon ‘ The Flea,’ has found its 
way to the Hove Library ; and to classify the flea is as difficult as 
it is tocatch him. The truth is that the flea is such a many-sided 
creature. One’s first impulse would probably be to range him 
under the general heading of Sport. Then a sub-classification 
would place him under The Hunting of Small Game. If one paid 
regard only to his powers of jumping, then he would fall naturally 
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under Athletics. But as most people know, even the nimblest 
flea is not always jumping. Sometimes he crawls. This would give 
him a rightful place under the heading of Travel and Exploration. 
His use of the lance and his blood letting would bring him under 
Surgery. Another aspect of the same process would link him up 
with Toxicology. And again because of this very process he 
might be associated with Profanity. To one who is not a Librarian 
versed in the arts of classification and sub-classification, this list 
would seem pretty well to exhaust possibilities. Mr. Lister, 
however, has disregarded all these possibilities. He has chosen 
to range the flea under the heading of The Useful Arts. At first 
this puzzles one. But a little reflection will show that immense 
importance is now being attached to the training of the eye and 
the hand. In a pre-eminent degree the flea serves both these 
purposes. Hence his title to a place under The Useful Arts. So 
perhaps Mr. Ligter is right, after all.’ Is this Mr. Lister's classifi- 
cation, or Mr. Dewey's 


THe Clapton Branch of the Hackney Public Libraries was opened 
by the Mayor (Councillor Charles Winkley) on Saturday, 


January 17th. 


THE fund established by the ex-Mayor of Bethnal Green (Councillor 
Rawles) for the purpose of defraying the cost of a site for the pro- 
posed Public Library, now amounts to the sum of {661, and it is 
hoped to obtain further donations. The terms of the contract 
for the purchase of the site abutting upon Cambridge Road and 
Parmiter Street are not yet settled, and the Town Clerk is making 
arrangements for an extension of the period of option to purchase 
until the 25th March next. The Council has appointed the Mayor, 
Councillor Lewis, to act jointly with the ex-Mayor in the control 
and furtherance of the fund. 


PERSONAL. 


Mr. EDWARD GREEN, the Borough Librarian of Halifax, has an 
article on “ Fiction in Municipal Libraries" in the Municipal 
Journal for January 2nd. 


Mr. G. P. Jones, of the Stepney Public Libraries, has recently 
received the degree of B.A. (London University). 


In the decease of Mr. Percy LuNDIE, of the Fulham Public Libraries, 
who died on December 29th, as the result of an accident nearly a 
year ago, the Fulham Libraries’ Committee have lost a valuable 
officer, and our profession is the poorer for the departure of one 
who possessed a great enthusiasm for his work and took the keenest 
interest in the juniors under his charge. It was as a direct result 
of Mr. Lundie’s enthusiasm that the most interesting little periodical 
known as The Fulham Libraries’ Staff Journal owes its inception. 
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SOME GREAT PRINTERS AND THEIR 
WORK: THE DIDOTS. 


By ALFRED CeciL P1PEeR, Brighton Public Library Museum, 
and Art Galleries. 


F the many publishers and printers who issued books of 
great typographical excellence in the nineteenth century, 
the celebrated French family of the Didots easily take the 

premier place. The various members of the family distinguished 
themselves in the different branches of the allied trades of pub- 
lishing and printing. They were their own typefounders, printers 
and booksellers, and were also to be counted among the most 
learned men of the period. The Didots were also responsible 
for the many improvements and new inventions bearing upon one 
or more branches of the printer’s art. The beginnings of this 
great house had its origin as far back as the end of the seventeenth 
century. The founder, Frangois Didot, was born at Paris in 1689, 
and set up business in that city as a bookseller and printer in 1713, 
using as his sign: A la Bible d'or. He was a man of learning, and 
was respected by his fellow booksellers so much that, in 1725, they 
selected him as the syndic of the Booksellers’ Corporation. The 
chief effort from his press was the collection of travels of his friend, 
the Abbé Prévost, entitled, Histoire des voyages. This work, 
comprised in twenty quarto volumes, was published in 1747, and 
contained a number of engravings and maps. It is worthy of 
notice on account of its excellent workmanship. 

His son, Francois Ambroise Didot, born at Paris in 1730, 
succeeded to the business. His father had early decided that he 
should follow in his footsteps, and so gave Francois Ambroise a 
good education, special attention being given to the subjects 
likely to be useful to him when he took up the art of printing. He 
displayed great initiative, and effected many improvements in 
type-founding, establishing a foundry in which various kinds of 
types were cut, all of them being of the best workmanship. He 
also invented an improved printing press, which he called presse 
a un coup. The great advantage in this press was that each 
impression could be run off with one operation, instead of a 
series of manipulations being necessary, as was the case with the 
other presses then in use. Besides being the inventor of other 
appliances, he had the distinction of being the first printer in 
France to attempt printing on vellum paper, the earliest trial of 
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which he made in 1780. Young Didot was an enthusiast in his 
work, his ambition being to rival such eminent printers as John 
Baskerville and Bodoni. It must be admitted that he succeeded 
remarkably well, for the works printed by him are certainly fine 
specimens of the typographical art. Of the many elegant editions 
he issued, the well-known collection of French classics, published 
by the order of Louis XVI. for the instruction of the Dauphin, 
is among the finest. This set is comprised in twelve quarto volumes, 
seventeen in octavo, and eighteen in r8mo. Another beautifully 
executed series is the Collection de divers ouvrages francais, in 64 
volumes, printed by the order of the Comte d’Artois. Among his 
other publications the most important are the Longi Pastoralium 
de Daphnide et Chloe, in two volumes, 1778 : Dei Diletti et delle Pene, 
1780, and an edition in four volumes of Fielding’s Tom Jones, also 
issued in 1780. The Aminta followed in 1781, while in the following 
year appeared the Jsocratis Opera Omnia, Greek and Latin, in three 
volumes, and J/ Pastor fido. In the same year he commenced the 
Collection des Moralistes, ultimately completed in 1795 in eighteen 
1zmo. volumes. Between the years 1783 and 1787 was issued 
one of Didot’s finest productions, the L’Art de vérifer les dates, in 
three folio volumes. In 1784 appeared a splendid edition, in 
quarto, of Tasso’s La Gerusalemme Liberata, two volumes, with 
illustrations, of which only 200 copies were printed. A fine Latin 
Bible, in two quarto volumes was issued in 1785, and in 1787-8 a 
French translation of Homer’s works, by Bitaubé, in twelve 
volumes. All of these works are remarkable for their typographical 
excellence. 

Francois Ambroise Didot died in 1804, and his two sons, Pierre 
and Firmin, took over the business. These members of the family 
added fresh laurels to the fame of the Didot printing establishment 
by the skill they displayed in the workmanship of their productions. 
Before dealing with the two sons of Frangois Ambroise Didot, a 
word or two is necessary regarding his brother, Pierre Frangois, who 
was born in 1732, and started printing in 1777. He devoted 
himself particularly to type-founding and paper-making, founding 
a paper manufactory at Essones ; although he engaged in the work 
of printing as well. To him is due in a large degree the introduction 
of some styles of type different to those that had been in use up to 
that time. He held the appointment of ‘‘ Printer to the Comte de 
Provence,”’ a position similar to that held by his brother under the 
Comte d’Artois. In 1785, Pierre Francois Didot became printer to 
the French prince, afterwards Louis XVIII., and under this dis- 
tinguished patronage he issued an edition of the Aventures de 
Télémaque of Fénelon, in two quarto volumes. Another note- 
worthy production was his folio edition of L’Imitation de J ésus 
Christ, the type for which was specially cut by his son Henri, of 
whom we shall have something to say later. Pierre Frangois Didot 
died on 7th December, 1795. It is interesting to note that one 
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of his daughters married Bernardin de Saint Pierre, the celebrated 
French writer. To return now to the sons of Francois Ambroise 
Didot. Pierre Didot was born in 1760, and in 1798 he succeeded in 
obtaining the gold medal at the Exhibition held in that year for 
his splendid edition of Virgil. Then, by order of the Government, 
presses were set up for him in the Louvre, where he executed the 
magnificent series of impressions known as the “ Louvre editions.” 
This celebrated series include editions of Virgil, Horace, Racine, and 
La Fontaine. The beautiful Racine was described by the Board 
of Examiners at the 1806 Exhibition as “ the most perfect typo- 
graphical production of all ages.’’ It is certainly the masterpiece 
of his press. This fine edition was illustrated with 57 plates, all 
of them being executed by great artists. The edition was limited 
to 250 copies the work being published by subscription. Pierre 
Didot died in 1853. His son Jules (1794-1871) is celebrated for his 
invention of the round-edge initial letters. He transferred his 
printing establishment to Brussels in 1825, and founded there the 
Royal Printing House. 

Firmin, the brother of Pierre, born at Paris in 1764, worthily 
maintained the great traditions of the family. He was a type- 
founder as well as a printer, and is responsible for various improve- 
ments in printing apparatus. His chief effort in this direction 
was his method of stereotype printing, which he perfected, and 
first employed in the edition of Callet’s Table de Logarithmes he 
issued in 1795. In 1797, Firmin Didot obtained a patent for his 
stereo-typography, and formed a company comprising himself, his 
brother Pierre, and L. H. Héran, for the purpose of disposing of 
these stereotype editions. By means of this method he was enabled 
to issue cheap editions of the French, Italian and English classics, 
such as the 18mo. Racine, published in 1799. These editions 
were, of course, inferior to the beautiful editions he printed 
with types specially cut for the purpose, as, for example, the fine 
folio impression of Horace, which appeared in 1799 also. In 1782 
Firmin engraved a beautiful italic type, which was employed by his 
brother in printing the first edition of his Epitre sur les progres de 
l'imprimerie. The two brothers—Pierre and Firmin-—by reason 
of the number of fine editions they published soon placed themselves 
at the head of the printers of Europe. Firmin Didot was also a 
good Greek scholar, and in 1800 he published his Essat d’un nouveau 
caractére grec, a pamphlet of four quarto pages, which contained 
the first song of Tyrtaeus, with a French translation by himself. 
This Greek type was criticised by Marron, who considered it to be 
inferior to that used by Bodoni at Parma. To this attack Firmin 
replied in a letter to the Magasin encyclopédique. In 1806 appeared 
a translation of Virgil’s Bucolics, the dedication of which was 
printed in a type in imitation of handwriting, for which he obtained 
a patent. During the next few years he was actively employed 
in printing numerous works, all of them being well printed. In 
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1815 he obtained another patent for a number of improvements to 
various appliances used in typefounding, while in the following 
vear he constructed a special mould in which to cast his types. 
Didot’s work secured public recognition in 1819, for in that year 
the King conferred upon him the honour of Chevalier of the Legion 
of Honour, and he was elected a member of the Academie Frangaise. 
In this year, too, his sons Ambroise and Hyacinthe, were associated 
with him in the business, as he had then established a large paper 
mill at Mesnil, to which Hyacinthe afterwards devoted most of his 
time. Firmin Didot’s fine edition of the Henriade, issued in 
1823, gained for him the gold medal at the Exhibition held in that 
year. In the year 1829 he was elected to a seat in the Chamber of 
Deputies, representing the constituency of Nogent-le-Routrou 
from that time until his death. He was also the author of two 
tragedies, viz., La Reine de Portugal and La Mort d’Annibal, as 
well as of various metrical translations from the classics. He 
ended his busy and honourable career on the 24th April, 1836. 

The two sons of Pierre Francois Didot—Henri and Pierre 
Francois, generally called the younger—must now engage our 
attention. Henri Didot, born in 1765, was more immediately 
concerned with typefounding, making that branch of typography 
peculiarly his own. The beautiful edition of L’/mitation de ] ésus 
Christ, issued by his father in 1788, was printed with types cut 
entirely by Henri. He also invented a new mould for casting his 
types, which he termed a moule 4 refoulouir ; this invention obtained 
for him a prize at the Exhibition of 1806. Henri Didot is also well 
known as the printer of a series of ‘“‘ microscopic ’’’ editions of a 
number of standard works, such as Rochefoucauld’s Maximes, 
and the works of Horace. The type employed in printing these 
miniature editions was engraved by himself when he was 66 years 
of age. He engraved, too, the assignats, or paper money issued 
by the various Assemblies during the French Revolution. He 
died at the advanced age of 87 in 1852. Pierre Frangois the 
younger, or as he preferred to style himself, Didot Saint Léger 
(1767-1829), distinguished himself as a paper manufacturer, 
which he made at Essones. He also invented a machine for 
making paper in endless rolls, such as are used by rotary machines. 
Edouard, his son, is remembered on account of his excellent trans- 
lation of Johnson’s Lives of the Poets, which was afterwards printed 
by Jules Didot. Roger Didot, another son, was also a paper 
manufacturer, but afterwards removed to London, and there 
patented, in 1817, various improvements he had effected in the 
paper-machines then in use. 

The most celebrated member of this famous family of printer- 
publishers is undoubtedly Ambroise Firmin Didot, who was bornin 
1790. He was the eldest son of Firmin Didot, and received a good 
education, afterwards taking up the study of the ancient Greek 
classics, spending three years in Greece in the prosecution of his 
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studies. Ambroise Firmin was alsoa great book-collector, his library 
being one of the finest private libraries of the time, and contained a 
large number of valuable manuscripts. His library was sold during 
the years 1882-84, after his death, and fetched nearly three million 
francs. Firmin Didot relinquished the business in 1827, and his 
two sons, Ambroise Firmin and Hyacinthe, assumed control of 
the establishment. Their chief undertaking was the new edition 
in nine volumes, of the great Thesaurus Grace Lingua, of Henri 
Stephanus, edited by the two Dindorfs and Hase, and published 
between 1855-50. Ambroise Firmin himself engraved the types 
for printing this work. Other noteworthy productions by the two 
brothers include the two hundred volumes comprising the series 
of Greek, Latin, and French classics, entitled, Bibliothéque des 
auteurs grecs ; Bibliothéque latine ; Bibliothéque francaise. Ambroise 
Firmin Didot was keenly interested in the history of printing, and 
this bibliographical hobby of his accounts for a number of his 
writings, as for example Gutenberg, 1863 ; Essai sur l'histoire de la 
gravure sur bois, 1863; Alde Manuce et l'Héllenisme a Venise, 
1875 ; Etude sur Jean Cousin, 1872 ; as well as other works of a 
like nature. He also contributed the article on the Estiennes in 
the Nouvelle Biographie Générale, and that on Typography in the 
Encyclopédie Moderne. In 1873 his great reputation gained for him 
membership of the Academie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, and 
three years later in 1876, he died at the great age of 86. His 
brother Hyacinthe, who was closely associated with him in the 
business, devoted special attention to the direction of the paper 
manufactory at Mesnil, and another brother, Frédéric, who, 
however, died at an early age, established a paper mill in the 
kingdom of Naples. 

This remarkably gifted family thus have an unbroken record 
of about one hundred and fifty vears, during which time innumerable 
fine editions were issued, which are the delight of all true book- 
lovers. Representatives of the Didots are still engaged in printing 
and publishing, the firm of Firmin-Didot being one of the principal 
publishing houses in France at the present time. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


NORWEGIAN SUBJECT HEADINGS. 


OME little time ago the Deichmanske Bibliotek Kristiania, 
published an adaptation into Norwegian of the Cutler 
Author-marks. From the same town now comes Norske 

Realord (Norwegian Subject-Headings), compiled by Mr. Victor 
Smith, M.A., the Librarian of the Griinerlokken Branch of the 
Deichmanske Bibliotek. Mr. Smith, who comes from New York 
has founded his list on the ‘ A.L.A. List of Subject Headings,” 
but his book is not a translation of that work, but an entirely 
new one to meet the requirements of the Norwegian language 
and literature. The list occupies 96 closely-printed pages, and is 
sold by Olaf Norli, publisher, Kristiania, at a price of 5 kroner. 


REVIEWS. 


0 


JAPAN. 


An attempt to show that Japan, in spite of modern develop- 
ments, still remains the same as she ever was, is an unusual one 
for the modern writer on the country. The Life and Thought of 
Japan, by Okakura-Yoshisaburo (1913 ; cr. 8vo., illus., 8-+150 p.; 
Messrs. J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd.; price 3s. 6d. net) takes up this 
attitude, however, and the effect is like rubbing off some of the 
lacquer of modernity and peeping at the original bronze of the 
nation. The peeps are small, however, for the book is very slight. 
It is a pleasant little book in spite of (or perhaps because of) this, 
and most certainly it is one to read before commencing any of the 
more detailed accounts of the country and people, in order to get 
nearer to the Japanese point of view. 


CHANTICLEER. 


One of the pleasantest books of the autumn season is The Story 
of Chanticleer, adapted from the French of Edmond Rostand by 
orence Yates Hann (1913 ; 8vo., col. illus., 7+144 p.; Mr. Wm. 
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Heinemann, price 6s. net). Miss Hann has carried a difficult task 
to a satisfactory completion, and her rendering of M. Rostand’s 
satire leaves little to be desired. The Cock who thought that 
he crowed the daylight into the sky, and the rest of the barnyard 
microcosm, represent very faithfully, if satirically, the pomps and 
vanities and emotions of the world of men. Mr. J. A. Shepherd’s 
illustrations (in colour) divide some of the honours with the text. 
They are about sixty in number, and as with a subject like this 
Mr. Shepherd is in his element, they form an inimitable commentary 
on the story. 


ROUND ABOUT A POUND A WEEK. 


Mrs. Pember Reeves, whose husband is Director of the London 
School of Economics, has published a study of life in Kennington 
and Vauxhall under the title of Round about a Pound a Week (1913 ; 
8vo., 231 p.; Messrs. G. Bell & Sons, Ltd., price 2s. 6d. net). She 
has taken a number of typical families of the district, existing 
on about twenty shillings weekly, and presents an exhaustive 
analysis of the problems of life under such conditions. Housing, 
sleeping accommodation, budgets, food, marriage, children, and 
the standard of comfort, are among the headings under which 
Mrs. Pember Reeves arranges the results of her investigations. 
It is impossible here to summarize the conclusion arrived at, but 
the book can be recommended as a most interesting statement 
of a subject about which few people know anything at all. 


OLD FLEMISH AND DUTCH PAINTERS. 


A translation of Eugéne Fromentin’s ‘Les Maitres 
Autrefois '’ has just been issued by Messrs. J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd., 
under the title of The Masters of Past Time (1913 : roy. 8vo., illus., 
col. illus., 9+340 p.; price 7s. 6d. net.) Written in the early 
‘seventies, this book strikes a much more personal note than that of 
the majority of recent critics. Fromentin, too, was a painter 
himself, and so could write with more technical sympathy and 
insight than most. The book is confined to the old Flemish and 
Dutch painters, as represented in the galleries of Belgium and 
Holland. It does not pretend to be a continuous history of old 
Flemish and Dutch painting; it is something more valuable, 
as there are already plenty of histories. It is a presentation 
of the principles of the art of the painter, illustrated by vivid little 
analyses of the great masters and their characteristics. 


EDUCATIONAL IDEALS. 


As a contribution to the literature of education, a recent book 
entitled Educational ideals and a valiant woman, by M.F. (1913 ; 
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8vo., 12+ 303 p.; Messrs. Geo. G. Harrap & Co., price 3s. 6d. net), 
fills a niche of its own. It consists of a discussion of the various 
problems that confront teachers and parents in the formation of 
a thorough course of primary education, and is written round the 
life and experience of an unnamed lady friend of the author. The 
ideals and experience (and incidentally the personal character) 
of this friend form the greater part of the book. The writer of the 
book, however, is also a teacher, and consequently the problems 
are presented with the results of a double experience. Chapters 
are devoted to the English question, instructions in foreign 
languages, instruction in science and history, ethical teaching, 
and methods and method makers. 


ALDIN DOG-BOOKS. 


Anything more irresistible and appealing than Mr. Cecil Aldin’s 
dog and other canine pictures can scarcely be imagined, and the 
latest of Messrs. Lawrence & Jellicoe’s Playtime Picture Books 
(Nos. 4, 5 and 6, each Is. net) contain a feast of fun in coloured 
picture and verse for children, for whom they are primarily in- 
tended, and adults alike. Apt text has been contributed by 
Richard Waylett, and admirers of Mr. Aldin’s work will anticipate 
what delightful creations come from his brush under the titles 
of “ Puppy Tails,” “ The Doggie Book,” and “ Jock and some 
others.” 


MEDIAVAL ROMANCE. 


In a style uniform with their series of dictionaries to famous 
authors, Messrs. Routledge & Sons, Ltd., have issued A Dictionary 
of Medieval Romance and Romance Writers, by Lewis Spence 
(1913; roy 8vo., 395 p.; price 8s. 6d. net). Mr. Spence defines 
“romance,” for the purpose of this volume, as “a tale written at 
any period between the eleventh and fourteenth centuries, which 
deals with the age of chivalry.’’ This, as may be guessed, allows 
Mr. Spence plenty of scope, and his Dictionary is brimful of interest 
and usefulness. He collects in a handy form all kinds of informa- 
tion about medizval fiction, and summarizes the stories in a style 
that is highly condensed without being repellant. The arrange- 
ment is alphabetical under authors, titles, characters, &. A 
useful bibliography of standard works on medieval romance is 
appended. The book should prove a boon to students of literature 
and of folk-lore alike. 


IDEALISM IN FICTION. 


It is a relief to turn from the matter-of-fact novel to The Story 
of Francis Horatio and his three companions (1912; 8vo., illus., 
232 pp.; Messrs. J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd., price 4s. 6d. net). This 
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romance, written by Mr. Hillel Samson, is based on the argument 
“ that true as is the material, not less true is the Ideal, nay rather, 
that of the two the Ideal must take precedence.” It is the story, 
or more correctly a psychological study, of a messenger boy in a 
London city office. The boy, Francis Horatio Jago, was of mixed 
= His father, a sailor, was a Cornishman by birth, and 

is mother was of pure Italian extraction. He was named after 
St. Francis of Assisi, the favourite saint of his mother, and Horatio 
after Nelson, the hero of his sailor father. At an early age the boy 
appears to have imbibed something of the spirit and characteristics 
of his namesakes, and also to have acquired a fascination for 
that worthy knight, Don Quixote de la Mancha. After the death 
of his parents, which occurred when he was about twelve years of 
age, Francis takes as his daily companions through the streets and 
parks of London his three heroes, saint, sailor, and knight. Other 
characters in the story are a friendly priest, and the foster- 
mother who kept the boy’s lodgings. Each and all are lovable, 
and possess a spirituality that is in keeping with the theme of the 
story. 


THE EVERYMAN ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


The publication of the 12th volume (Ste-Z) of The Everyman 
Encyclopedia (Messrs. J. M. Dent & Sons, Ltd., price Is. net each), 
completes this handy work of reference. Taken altogether, it is 
an exceedingly useful work, and having regard to its low price it 
is a marvel of modern book production. The information it 
contains is generally reliable and up-to-date. It should be par- 
ticularly serviceable in small libraries where lack of funds prevents 
the purchase of larger and more expensive encyclopedias. 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY. 


The 1913-14 issue of The Cambridge University Calendar 
(1913 ; 8vo. cxxiv.+1,423 pp.; Cambridge, Deighton, Bell & Co.; 
London, Geo. Bell & Sons, Ltd.; price gs. net), contains the usual 
features. Full information is given concerning the examinations 
and the University generally. It is a work that should be available 
for reference in all public libraries. 
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A SELECT LIST OF EARLY PRINTED 
BOOKS." 


Compiled by Henry Dixon, St. Bride Foundation Typographical 
ibrary. 


oO 


HE collection of early printed books in the St. Bride 

Foundation Typographical Library numbers just over 

100 works. Although not large enough to enable a student 

to make any minute study of the history of printing the collection 

provides sufficient material to indicate the main streams of the 

art. Most of the more famous presses are represented. Taken in 

conjunction with the collection of facsimiles, of which the Library 

possesses a very large number, the student of early printing has 

at his disposal a working library probably surpassed in London 
by only one or two collections. 

The books given in the following list will be on exhibition 
at Mr. R. A. Peddie’s lecture on ‘“‘ Letterpress Printing in the 15th 
and 16th Centuries,”” and can be seen afterwards at the Library. 
The particulars are given in the following order: date, place of 
printing, name of printer, author, title. The contractions used 
are : s.a. = undated; n.a. = not after; c. = about. 

1468. Rome. Ulrich Han. Jerome, St.: Epistule. 
Probably the first book printed in Rome. 
s.a.,c. 1470. Augsburg. Gunther Zainer. Gregory: Epistule. 
aga Augsburg printer. He issued many fine illustrated 
Ss. 


s.a.,c. 1470. Strassburg. Adolph Rusch. Seneca: Epistule. 
Adolph Rusch obtained the name of the “‘ R "’ Printer, because 
of the peculiar form of that letter in his type. 

1471. Venice. Nicolas Jenson. Aretinus, L. {Bruni}. 

De bello Italico. 
Jenson, a Frenchman, was the second printer to start a press 
(1470) in Venice. Famous for his fine Roman type. 

n.a. 1471. Strassburg. Johann Mentelin. 
Alphonsus a Spina: Fortalitium fidei. 
Mentelin was the first printer of Strassburg. The “R” 
Printer was his son-in-law, and worked with and succeeded 


1474. Venice. Johann of Cologne and Johann Manthen. 
Antoninus: Confessionale (defecerunt). 


*Prepared in connection with the course of lectures at the St. Bride Founda- 
tion Institute, by Mr. R. A. Peddie. 
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1475. Louvain. Jan Veldener. Rolewinck, W.: Fasci- 
culus temporum. 

This is the first Dutch illustrated book (Pollard). It has a 
very well designed printer's mark, shown at the foot of the 
right-hand page. 

1475. Milan. Philip de Lavagna. Historie Auguste 
Scriptores. 

Philip de Lavagna was the patron of Zarotus and of Valdarfus, 
the two first Italian printers. He subscribed his own name to 
several works. 

1478. Nuremberg. Anton Koberger. Judolphus de 

Saxonia. Vita Christi. 
Anton Koberger had the largest German printing and publishing 
business of his time. 

1480. Venice. Nicolas Jenson. Johannes Carthusieusis : 

Corona senum. 

1482. London. William Caxton. Chaucer: Boethius. 
Caxton, the first English printer, worked in Bruges as a partner 
with Colard Mansion, a writer and illuminator, who had taken 
to the new craft. In 1477 he moved from Bruges to West- 
minster and there set up his press. 

1483. Venice Erhard Ratdolt. Eusebius: Chronicon. 
Some of Ratdolt’s books contained very beautiful wood-cut 
borders and capitals. He is also responsible for the first 
decorated title-page. 

1486. Venice. Printer unknown. Barbarus, H.: Oratio 

ad Federicum. 
This work may probably have been produced by Jenson at 
Venice. 

1488. Strassburg. Johann Pruss. Gerson, J. de : Operum 
V. iii. 

1491. Antwerp. Gerard Leeu. Dialogus creaturarum 
moralisatus. 

Gerard Leeu printed several books for sale in England. The 
woodcuts in the book are very spirited and good. 

1492. Trevisco. Gerard Lisa. Haedus, P.: De amoris 

generibus. 
The first printer of Treviso. 
1497. Basel. Michael Furter. Hymnorum expositio cum 


notabili commento. 


1499. Cologne. Johann Koelhoff the younger. Cronica 
van Coellen. 


16th CENTURY. 


1502. Leipzig. Martin Landsberg. The Epigrams of 
Cicero. 
The interlineations and notes are written by Melanchthon, 
collaborator of Luther. 
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1502. Venice. Aldus Manutius. Ovid: Heroides. 
Aldus Manutius was one of the first printers and publishers 
of his day. He was the first to use italic type, and printed 
the “ Hypnerotomachia,”’ or “ Strife of Love in a Dream,” 
one of the most famous and beautiful of the early illustrated 
books. 

1507. Paris. J. Badius Ascensius. First part of the Works 
of Baptiste Mantuanus. 
The works of this printer are well known by reason of the device 
of the printing press, used as a mark on his title-pages. 


1510. Lyons. §. Vincent. Letters of Cicero. 
1512. Paris. J. Badius Ascensius. J. Annius: Letters. 
1512. Paris. C. Le Rouge. Lucanus. Pharsalia. 


1514. Erfurt. Hans Knapp. Claudian : Rape of 
Proserpine. 
The woodcut on the title-page is notable as having a second 
printing in red planned to obtain chiaroscuro. 


1516. Genoa. P. P. Porrus. Psalter. 
The Arabic in this polyglot work is the first ever printed. The 
Life of Christopher Columbus is appended to notes on the 
19th Psalm. 

1519. Basel. Froben. Notes on the New Testament, by 
Erasmus of Rotterdam. 
Froben ranks with the great printers. Hans and Ambrosius 
Holbein designed book decorations for him, and he published 
most of the works of his friend Erasmus. 

1528. Strassburg. J. Gruninger. Philippo Ulstadio : The 
Philosopher’s Heaven. 
A curious specimen of rough typography. 

1530. London. W. Rastell. Sir T. More : A Dialogue. 

1556. Lyons. G. Rouillio. L. Ariosto : Orlando Furioso. 


1561. Venice. Junta. Roman Pontifical, i.e., the Service 
Book containing the rites performed by a Bishop. 


1561. Venice. Aldus Manutius. Concerning Order and 
Method in Knowledge. 


1567. London. William Seres. Calvin: Concerning 
Offences. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


oO 


REPORTS. 


The Report of the Bury Public Library, Art Gallery and Museum 
for 1912-13, shows that there are “‘ 5,146 tickets in use in the lending 
and juvenile libraries. There are in all departments 24,885 volumes 
which have been used to the extent of 94,539 issues (an increase of 
1,228 during the year), the total number for the twelve years 
being 980,741 issues. The proportion of fiction reading to the 
total issue of books is 44 per cent., and to the issue of the Lending 
Library only, 54.8 per cent. No account of the School Libraries 
is taken in these totals, which are considered separately in another 
part of this Report. The Art Gallery turnstiles record 48,482 
visits, a decrease of 4,362." The number of issues from the 
Reference Library was 14,945. “‘ An exact account of the use of 
the books on the open shelves cannot be given, but it is evident 
from the number of people who consult them that the privilege 
of free access to such works of reference is appreciated by readers. 
Many books are replaced by those who consult them, and so no 
record of their issue is made, though the assistants take notice 
of the works which are in use, as much as is possible without being 
impertinently curious.’ The total lending stock is 14,361 volumes. 


The Annual Report of the Chief Librarian and the Keeper of 
Museums of the County Borough of Northampton, 1912-13, reports 
a total stock of books, pamphlets and engravings in the Libraries 
numbering 36,578. ‘‘ The issues show an increase of 5,826, being 
303,557 as compared with 297,741 last year. This is the first time 
in any one year that the issues have reached 300,000. There would 
have been a much greater increase, as evinced by the issues showing 
an increase of 15,971 during the first six months of the statistical 
year over the issues of the same period in the previous year, but 
for the fact that the Lending Libraries were closed for a fortnight 
in June for the purpose of stocktaking. The issues were made up 
as follows :- 


Last year. 
Lending Library, Adult. . .. 247,058 256,900 
Lending Library, Juvenile -.» 41,700 29,030 
Reference Library 14,799 11,811 


393,557 297,741 
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An examination of the books in the Lending Library reveals 
the fact that out of 10,300 books other than fiction, only 634 have 
not been issued during the last three years. This small number 
included new books which have not yet had a chance of circulation, 
and a great number of books which are not in everyday use, but 
which might be called upon at any time. It is not possible to say 
whether these 634 books have been used by people who frequent the 
library and browse among the books ; many people see books which 
contain a little information of interest to them, but not sufficient 
to warrant their taking the book away with them. These readers 
make the necessary reference and replace the volume upon the 
shelves, and it is not possible to make a record of such references.” 


The thirty-fifth Annual Report of the Committee of the Public 
Libraries and Museum of the County Borough of St. Helens, 1912-13, 
shows a total issue in the Libraries (the central and four branches) 
of 246,624. The extension of time allowed for home reading (from 
a week to a fortnight) has been in operation since December, rgr12. 
The daily average issue during the period was 808. 


The 30th Annual Report of the Gilstrap Free Library, Newark- 
on-Trent, records a total issue for the year of 60,183 volumes. The 
stock numbers 10,626 volumes, and the readers’ tickets 1,929. The 
library was closed for a short while for re-organization. The books 
have now been classified on a modification of the Dewey system, 
a card catalogue has been compiled, and a number of other improve- 
ments made. More books have been placed on open shelves in 
the Reference Department. 


The 38th Annual Report of the Haverhill (U.S.) Public Library 
records a year of steady progress. The present building, erected 
about forty years ago, is now inadequate for the work of the Library, 
and a plea is made for a modern fire-proof addition. The library 
contains about 99,000 volumes, and circulates 184,659 volumes 
for home reading. During the year a change was made in recording 
statistics of circulation. All books added in the last 13 years and 
about 30,000 of the old ones, are carefully classified. The rest of 
the old library, about 30,000 volumes of non-fiction, is still un- 
classified. Owing to the small cataloguing force, very little progress 
can be made in classifying and recataloguing these older books, 
many of which are extremely valuable, and would be used if they 
could be found without referring to the card catalogue. From the 
change made in recording circulation it appears that only 939 of 
these older, unclassified, non-fiction books were called for, or one- 
half of one per cent. of the total circulation of 184,652 volumes. 
In other words, about one-third of the library is practically lying 
idle. Nearly the whole circulation is from the open shelves, and 
the classified books in the stack, simply because it is easier to go 
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to the shelves than to consult a card catalogue. To make these 
30,000 volumes available more money should be appropriated 
for an increase in the cataloguing force.” 


General progress is shown in the Annual Report of the Library 
School of New York Public Library for the year ending June 3oth, 
1913. The year differed from the previous one in that two classes 
were entered, a senior and a junior. The total enrolment was 70, 
and the number finishing the year’s work and receiving recognition, 
61. The prospects for the coming year are promising. The school 
has an advance registration of twenty-five seniors, representing 
eight states, forty-three juniors, representing seventeen states, 
Canada and Finland, including graduates of ten colleges and 
universities and seven normal schools, and six part time students 
from the library staff. It has engaged a senior student of proved 
qualification as teachers’ assistant and reviser, and hopes by this 
means to make the revision of work, notably of classification 
and cataloguing, less onerous for the instructors. It has subscribed 
to two memberships in the Institute of Arts and Sciences, recently 
founded at Columbia University, in order that students may take 
advantage of the lectures, concerts, &c., offered by the Institute. 
It has revised the senior courses and engaged excellent lecturers, 
several of whom are to give a number of lectures arranged in courses, 
and unless something quite unforeseen occurs to prevent, there 
seems no reason why the year should not mark considerable advance 
in the history of the School. 


BULLETINS. 


The Bromley Public Library Bulletin for November contains a 
subject-index catalogue of the books in the Reference Department. 


The Cardiff Libraries’ Review, November-December contains a 
special Reading List on Medieval Architecture and Ecclesiology, 
and a Special Section List on the Arthopoda. 


From Watford comes the first number of the Watford Public 
Library and Higher Education Record, which is to be issued four 
times in the year. The editor states :—‘ The need of a journal 
in connection with the Public Library has been felt for some years, 
and its establishment has long been contemplated, but not until 
the present time has the project become practicable. The extent 
and variety of the work of the Institution calls for some record 
which is rather more detailed, and creates a closer and more personal 
interest than can be expected in the reports, &c., which have been 
kindly given from time to time by the local Press. These notices 
have been and will still be highly appreciated, and are acknowledged 
with sincere gratitude. In this journal, or bulletin, it will be sought 
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to record the activities of the Public Library in its various depart- 
ments, and to present special articles connected with the work so 
as to create a common and abiding interest in the Institution on 
the part of all who frequent it, whether as students, readers or 
borrowers. It may be that the journal will even attract the atten- 
tion of some who have passed through the Institution in former 
years, and be the means of sustaining their interest in it.”’ 


The Chicago Public Library Book Bulletin for December 

contains an interesting announcement :—‘‘ Beginning Saturday 
morning, December 6th, at ro o'clock, free readings for the blind 
will be conducted in the twenty-six branches of the Chicago Public 
Library. The forenoons of the first and third Saturday of each 
month have been set aside for the purpose. It is through the co- 
operation of the forty-five organizations affiliated with the Con- 
ference of the Jewish Women’s Clubs that it has been found possible 
to plan for carrying on this programme regularly semi-monthly. 
One hundred and fifty readers have been selected from a large 
number of volunteers willing to enlist for this service. The assign- 
ment of readers has been made so as to permit the work to go on 
simultaneously at the Main Library and in the branches. It is 
proposed to have read at these gatherings, not only bright and 
cheerful stories, but also magazine articles dealing with current 
topics of interest— latest inventions, social movements, and world 
news.” 
The Newarker, published monthly by the Free Public Library 
of the City of Newark, New Jersey, and to whose advertising 
methods we have alluded before, contains the following on the 
front page :— 

“Mr. Newark Man, Sir :— 

Czsar was quite a busy man, but found time to write a 
book. Don’t you think you can find time to read one ? 

You own about two hundred thousand. And the one 
you've been looking for, the one that will tell you some- 
thing new about your business, is among them. 

You have ‘ business reading matter enough,’ you say, 
and want a change? Thousands of your books are just 
waiting to give you a change. 

‘Phone 320 B.B., or drop a postal, or send a boy, and your 
public library will serve you. 

It holds your books in trust for you to use. They are 
useless on the shelves. 

THE FREE PusLic LipRary. 

A good monthly reminder of your Library is The Newarker, 
published to introduce the city to itself and to its free public 
library. One dollar for twelve months.” 


Here is a hint for adoption by some of our British librarians ! 


| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


216 THe LIBRARY WORLD. 


Monthly Bulletin of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, December, 
contains an article on ‘Some of Pittsburgh’s Early Libraries,” 
by A. L. Hardy ; and a list of “ Folk-Tales and other Stories which 
may be dramatized and played by Children.”’ 


We have also received copies of the Bulletins of Norwich, 
Philippine Library, Manila, St. Louis, and Budapest Libraries. 


The Croydon Reader's Index, Jan.-Feb., contains an interesting 
article on the early history of Croydon Railways, by Councillor 
J. O. Pelton. Supplementary to this is given a facsimile of the 
time-table issued in connection with the London and Croydon 
Railway, 1841. This number also contains a brief review of the 
Notable Books of 1913, by Henry A. Sharp; a list of periodicals 
and annuals received at the libraries; and the usual annotated 
list of new books. 


A List of References lo Publications relating to Irrigation in the 
Public Library of New South Wales has been compiled, under the 
direction of the principal librarian, by George H. Gifford. This 
list should prove useful, not only locally, but in all countries where 
irrigation is practised. This is the first printed finding list issued 
by the Public Library of New South Wales, and it is intended 
to continue the publication of such lists, especially on Australian 
subjects and conditions, as occasion may warrant. 


We extract the following note from the Bulletin of the Grand 
Rapids Public Library as it might have its uses in any library :-— 
‘“ ASK FOR WHAT YOU DON’T SEE.” 


‘“ There are so many places in the Library to look for 
information that persons are frequently disappointed in not 
finding at once just the thing they want. The most important 
helps for finding information on any subject are the card 
catalogue, Poole’s Index, and The Reader's Guide to Periodical 
Literature. There are, however, a number of others. If you 
are not familiar with the use of the card catalogue or the 
indexes to periodical literature, do not hesitate to ask the 
persons at the desk to explain them to you. If these do not 
help you out be sure to make known your difficulty. It is 
more than likely that the Library will be able to find elsewhere 
the information you desire. Ask for what you don’t see.” 
The experiments in “ showing "’ museums and art galleries 

to the blind, introduced by Mr. J. A. Charlton Deas at Sunderland, 
caused so much public interest at the time that the following 
account of the movement (taken from the current Library Circular) 
is worthy of note :-- 


“ It is interesting to record that the report on the experi- 
ments with adult and juvenile blind people, recently carried 
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out here with the aid of a number of capable ladies and gentle- 
men, has been very favourably received by Museum Curators 
and those specially interested in the blind. The experiments 
are now being tried in a number of museums, and among the 
various countries expressing interest are Canada, America, 
South Africa, Australia, Japan, Sweden, Germany, and 
France. Permission has been sought from most of these 
countries to reproduce accounts or photographs of the experi- 
ments, and in order to meet a desire on the part of sightless 
people, the whole of the report has been reproduced in Braille 
type for English speaking blind, by the publishers of Hora 
Jucunda. 

Since the publication of the report, a further experiment 
has been made in the direction of pottery making, with a view 
to the creation of an additional occupation for the blind. It 
has proved so satisfactory, that, in the opinion of capable 
potters, there is no reason why craftsmen should not be 
produced from among the blind, for certain kinds of work, 
and one local pottery manufacturer—Mr. William Ball, a 
member of our Committee—has kindly undertaken to 
apprentice a suitable youth to the work. 

It will doubtless be known that some time ago, their 
Majesties the King and Queen expressed their interest in 
the experiments, and on their recent visit to Lord Durham 
they were given an opportunity by his Lordship to examine 
the clay models made by the Sunderland Council Blind School 
children, after handling museum exhibits. An expression of 
their Majesty's deep interest in the new work was sent to the 
Museum through Lord Durham two or three weeks ago, the 
text of which has already appeared in the Press. 

The models examined by their Majesties have been 
returned, and are again on view in the Art Gallery.’ 


1 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


@ 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


SUBJECTS FOR Essays FOR NEXT EXAMINATION, I9QI4. 


Section I.—The Biographers and Critics of Dr. Johnson. 


Section IJ.—An Historical Account of the development of 
Scientific Periodical Literature in one or more branches of science. 


Section III.—A Comparative Critical Account of the Classes 
dealing with Bibliography and Library Science in the Library 
of Congress Classification (as adapted in “ The Union Class-List 
of the L.A. and L.A.A. Libraries), Brown’s ‘‘ Subject Classification,” 
and Dewey’s “‘ Decimal Classification.” 


Section IV.—Discuss the merits of Printed, Classified and 
Dictionary Catalogues, comparing modern examples of each. 


Section V.—-(a) The Law relating to Public Libraries in the 
United States ; or (6) Book Collecting in Italy at the Renaissance. 

Section VJ.—Newspapers and Periodicals : Methods of public 
display, filing, preservation, and disposal in other ways, with a list 
of the fifty leading periodicals classified for (a) filing, (b) binding, 
and (c) sale, etc. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


“THE Third Monthly Meeting of the Session was held at the 
Medical Society of London, Chandos Street, W., on January 
8th. The chair was occupied by Mr. A. E. Twentyman, 

of the Board of Education Library, and there was a good attendance. 

Mr. George Bethell, Registrar and Librarian of the Medical Society 

of London, read a historical and descriptive account of the Library, 

illustrated by a number of prints thrown upon a screen by means 
of the epidiascope. After a brief discussion, this was followed 
by a most interesting illustrated lecture on the development of 

handwriting and the methods of recording knowledge, by Dr. J. B. 

Nias. An exhibit of incunabula, early printed books, manuscripts, 

and illustrated entymological works, prepared by Mr. Bethell, 

was also on view. 
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NORTHERN COUNTIES’ LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


MEETING of the Northern Counties’ Library Association 
A was held on Wednesday, December roth, 1913, at the Leeds 

Institute, Mr. D. S. Ward (Harrogate), presiding. A 
welcome was extended to the members by Mr. B. Roberts, 
Chairman of the Leeds Public Libraries Committee. 


Mr. W. Pollitt (Leeds) read a paper upon “ The Duty of the 
Public Library in relation to Local Literature and Bibliography.” 
He said they ought not to lose sight of the fact that for matters 
of local importance the public library was the first and last hope. 
In fact, one would be fairly safe in asserting that the collection, 
preservation, and organisation of the literature of its own locality 
was the public library's first duty. The duty of the public library, 
in relation to local history and bibliography, was to organise and 
develop the local literature on the most advanced lines in library 
science, and to systematise, in the best possible manner, all existing 
and recorded literature bearing on the district in which the library 
was placed ; to make, if possible, the local collection the special 
collection, and by steady and systematic work to make the library 
the storehouse and indicator of all written matter relating to the 
district. 

In a discussion which followed, Mr. Lockwood Huntley 
(Beverley) said that local collections were in danger of losing their 
value by becoming too unwieldy, but Mr. T. Hand (Leeds) con- 
tended broadly that they should collect everything they could. 
He also thought the time would come when they might devise a 
scheme of a county bibliography. 

Replying to a question as to whether there was any arrange- 
ment between cities so near to each other as Leeds and Bradford 
in the collection of local literature, Mr. Butler Wood (Bradford) 
said it was a race between Bradford and Leeds as to which should 
have the finest Yorkshire collection. Mr. Hand said they were not 
guilty in Leeds of racing with Bradford, but they did find that 
Bradford wanted to race with them. The common-sense view 
was that each of them should collect for their own immediate 
district. 

A paper on “ The Fiction Issue in Municipal Libraries '’ was 
read by Mr. E. Green (Halifax), in the course of which he said 
that instead of for ever apologising that so many people read 
novels rather let them recognise the necessity and advantage, 
providing the selected fiction was good. They had yet to realise 
that a properly controlled imagination played, or was capable 
of playing, a larger part in human affairs than was commonly 
supposed. There were, however, he thought, signs of a growing 
feeling that it was possible to be too practical, and that it was not 
altogether wise to neglect the imagination altogether. In a period 
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like the present when the back-bone of the countryside had come 
to live in the mean streets of the great but grimy cities, and the crafts- 
man had almost if not entirely been displaced by the artisan who, in 
turn was, as it were, but a cog in the vast machinery of industrialism, 
anything likely to stimulate the imagination and create originality 
of thought and action, could hardly be regarded as without vaiue. 
Who should say, then, that the reading of good and original fiction 
might not be a powerful influence in that direction ? 


In the discussion Mr. Butler Wood said that his experience was 
that the working man had got a far better taste for literature 
than the lower or middle class person. Mr. J. A. C. Deas (Sunder- 
land) thought that only the masters of fiction should be placed in 
a library, and Mr. Hand, while emphasising the duty of the library 
to provide education, pointed out they must also provide 
amusement for the public, and a common-sense view of their posi- 
tion must be taken. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


MEETING of the Library Assistants’ Association was held 
A at the Hammersmith Central Library on December 17th, 

Mr. S. Martin, Borough Librarian, being in the chair, when 
a paper was read by Mr. H. M. Cashmore, Deputy-Librarian of 
Birmingham, entitled, “A Provincial Point of View.” After 
relating some reminiscences of a visit to London libraries ten years 
ago, Mr. Cashmore declared his disappointment at the majority 
of them. London librarians professed to know much, but their 
ignorance of provincial libraries astonished him. Librarians 
over-rated their profession, and affected a jargon similar to that 
of other professional people about their work. Theory was preached 
and theory was impracticable. He deprecated the Library Associa- 
tion examinations chiefly because he considered that they narrowed 
an assistant’s mental outlook. Too much importance was given 
to the L.A. certificates ; these were not signs of proficiency. The 
speaker displayed much humour on the theory of book classification, 
and concluded with a brief eulogy of the work of the Library 
Assistants’ Association. 

The meeting being thrown open for discussion, Mr. Sandry 
(Canning Town) said the majority of boy assistants enter libraries 
with a very elementary education, and the study of library economy 
was beneficial. He claimed that assistants of to-day by reason 
of their theoretical knowledge are more useful than were their 
predecessors of ten years ago. The correspondence classes depre- 
cated by Mr. Cashmore he considered excellent. Mr. Walker 
(Tottenham) considered that the L.A. certificates were proofs to 
strange committees of the efficiency of candidates for library 
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positions. The L.A. syllabus suggested a most useful course of 
reading and study. Mr. Chambers (Woolwich) thought Mr. - 
Cashmore’s remarks were taken too seriously. He agreed with Mr. 
Cashmore that too much importance was attached to the L.A. 
examinations. The best assistant does not always prove his 
ability in an examination. Mr. Warner (Croydon), while appre- 
ciating Mr. Cashmore’s humour, feared his criticism was too 
scathing. He thought sufficient consideration had not been given 
to the modern junior assistant. He advocated that the syllabus 
be made more difficult, so that assistants should be educationally 
fit before they take examinations. Mr. Thorne (Bromley-by-Bow) 
remarked that there was much truth in Mr. Cashmore’s clever 
paper. He thought the examinations were tests of an assistant’s 
knowledge, but assistants must not be content to allow them to be 
so imperfect as they are at present. Mr. Sayers (Croydon) agreed 
that the paper was brilliant ; Mr. Cashmore’s remarks had that 
snap of truth which all untruths have. Because an assistant has 
taken the diploma does not imply that he has no other knowledge. 
The L.A. certificates were to an assistant as the stamp upon the 
cheque. All recent appointments had been based upon the posses- 
sion of the certificates by the candidates, and the question of the 
desirability of the possession of the L.A. Diploma had been settled 
long ago. Mr. Cashmore’s paper was a huge joke ; his views were 
very provincial, and at least twenty-five years’ old. Mr. Hogg 
(Battersea) and Mr. Peach (Grays’ Inn) also spoke. 


Mr. Cashmore, in his reply, said that he did not wish the 
abolition of the certificates, but he deprecated the flashy brilliance 
which they gave. After a very hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Cashmore for his paper, and to Mr. Martin for his hospitality, 
the proceedings terminated. 


THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL EASTER SCHOOL. 
LONDON, 1914. 


HE preliminary arrangements have been made for the Fourth 
Easter School, Friday-Monday, April roth-13th, 1914, as 
follows :— 


The headquarters will be the Thackeray Hotel, Great Russell 
Street, a fine hotel near the British Museum and to the heart of 
London ; and it is hoped that all members will stay for the whole 
period. All the alternatives have some disadvantages in com- 


parison. 
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Thursday, April 9th.—Reception of such members as arrive 
this day. 

Friday.—Reception of members. Morning visit to Buckingham 
Palace Road Library, Westminster. Afternoon excursion to 
Kew Gardens. Evening visit to the Fulham Central Public 
Library (a typical open-access Library), followed by a recep- 
tion. 

Saturday.—Early morning visit to Covent Garden Markets. 
Morning visit to British Museum Library. Motor Tour to 
principal sights of London. Evening Reception by the 
Library Association at Caxton Hall, Westminster. 

Sunday.—St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abbey, &c. 


Monday.—Excursion to Oxford. Visit to Bodleian Library, 

the College Libraries, &c. 

A very large attendance is expected from various parts of Europe, 
and from the United Kingdom. 

Cost.—The entire cost, including hotel accommodation, all 
meals (breakfast, lunch, tea, and table d’hote dinner) from Friday 
morning until and including dinner on Monday, incidental fares, 
tips, &c., will be £2 ros. 

Alternatives.--For those who can attend only one or two 
days, the following charges are made (excluding hotel and break- 
fast): With meals, Friday, 7s. od.; Saturday, 8s. od.; Sunday 
5s. 2d.; Monday ros. 6d. Without Meals : Friday, 2s. od.; Satur- 
day, 4s. od. ; Sunday, no charge ; Monday (with meals this day), 
ros. 6d. Entries should be made as soon as possible. A deposit 
of 5s. is required with each. 

The endeavour will be to show leisurely quite typical matters, 
and to promote comradeship between members for all countries. 

A reception has been promised by the authorities at all the 
Libraries mentioned ; and the Library Association will receive 
and entertain the members officially. 

I am requested to extend a warm invitation to all library 
workers. 


W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, 
Hon. Secretary. 


THE CENTRAL LIBRARY, 
Town Hatt, Croyvon. 
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LIBRARY STAFF CLUBS. 


o 0 


EAST HAM LIBRARIES’ STAFF GUILD. 


HE Staff of the East Ham Public Libraries organised a social 
and dance on New Year’s Eve in the Lecture Hall of the 
Manor Park Library. 

The whole of the Staff, including the Borough Librarian (Mr. 

W. Bridle), attended, and there was a company of about 70 present. 
A telegram was received from Councillor Alfred Stokes (Chairman 
of the Libraries’ Committee) regretting his absence on account of 
indisposition. 

Between the dances, songs were contributed by Mrs. O. W. 
Stone, Miss Garrett, and Mr. D. S. Young ; and a series of guessing 
competitions, for which prizes were offered, was also arranged, 
The winners were Miss Maggie Hood and Mrs. A. C. McCombe 
among the ladies ; Mr. Randall and Mr. A. Cooper for the gentlemen. 

The dancing was in charge of Mr. O. W. Stone and Mr. A. C. 
McCombe, who acted as M.C.’s. The competitions were conducted 
by Mr. B. J. Frost, who, with Messrs. Tomlinson, Braine and 
Hammersley acted as stewards ; and the music was provided by the 
Black and White Orchestra. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


o 


CARNEGIE MEMORIAL FUND. 
To the Editor of THe LipraRy WoRLD. 


DEAR SiR,—In view of the recent opening of the Palace of 
Peace at The Hague, built by Dr. Carnegie, it has been considered 
desirable by a large number of friends that a marble bust should 
be placed in that building as a memorial of Dr. Carnegie’s munifi- 
cence and signal services in the promotion of International Peace 
and Arbitration and other great causes, including Public Libraries. 
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A Committee appointed to carry out this desire have com- 
missioned Sir William Goscombe John, R.A., to execute a marble 
bust, and a most admirable and characteristic likeness of Dr. 
Carnegie has been produced. 

It is further proposed to present an Illuminated Address to 
Dr. Carnegie, containing the names of subscribers, without, of 
course, giving the amount of their subscriptions, and it is felt 
that many who are enjoying the advantages of Carnegie Libraries 
will be glad to be associated with this movement. Subscription 
sheets, suitable for placing on Library counters with an invitation 
for small subscriptions and signatures, can be obtained on 
application. 

We suggest that the amounts should be forwarded as a collec- 
tive contribution to the Treasurer not later than the rst of March, 
1914. The name of each contributing Library will then appear 
in the Illuminated Address, and will greatly enhance its value to 
Dr. Carnegie. 

Subscription sheets should be sent to this office. 


(Signed) BRASSEY, Chairman. 
SWIRE SMITH, Vice-Chairman. 
WM. MATHER, Hon. Treasurer. 


D. M. STEVENSON, 
(Lord Provost of Glasgow). 


F. MADDISON, Hon. Secretary. 


183, St. STEPHEN’s House, 
Victor1A EMBANKMENT, 
Lonpon, S.W., December, 1913. 
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For STUDY AND RECREATION, 
Including 
LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL, 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, 
and all other subjects. 


Over a 1,000,000 volumes in stock. Library Replacements a Speciality. 
SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES! - New at 25 per cent. discount. — Special Terms to Libraries. 
Catalogues Free. State Wants. Books sent on approval. 
BOOKS BOUGHT: Best Prices given. 


W. & G. FOYLE, 121-123, Charing Cross Road, LONDON, W.C. 


The LIBRARY WORLD 


A Medium of Intercommunication for Librarians. 
Established 1898. 


Readers are reminded that 


THE NEW VOLUME 


commenced with July issue 


The Subscription Rates are as follows : 


Il copy . 7 0 
2 copies 13 0 
3 18 
Special 4 23 O Post to 


By subscribing direct the punctual receipt of the magazine is assured. 
Subscribers also receive the TirLe-PAGE AND INDEX to the volume without 
charge (price to non-subscribers 6d. net). 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM. 


To the Manager, The Library World, 
47, Hartham Road, LONDON, N. 


Please enter my name as a Subscriber to The Library World for 
Volume XVI, July June 1914, and send 
copy (ies) for which I enclose . to the following 


address. 


Name 


Address 


Cheques, Postal Orders, &c., should be made payable to The Library World. 
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A Card Catalogue without sufficient 
guides is like a country cross-road 
without a guide post 


The former causes delay and inconvenience to the consultant as the latter does 
to the traveller. 

Looking for a card in a cabinet with few guides is as tedious as looking for a book in 
an open-access library without shelf guides. Time is wasted in unnecessary turning 
over of other cards. Where the catalogue is split up into small divisions by means of 
guide cards, the reader can turn up a required card in a very short time. 
To obtain the full benefit from a Card Catalogue, a set of Guides should be used 
large enough to allow one guide to every fifteen cards. If you have an alphabetic 
catalogue of about 15,000 cards, you require an alphabetic set of 800 sub-divisions 
and 200 blank guides tor special headings. If you have a subject classification, you 
require 1,000 blank guides, part with 4rd cut tabs for main headings, and part with 
1th cut tabs for sub-divisions. 


The inferiority of the ordinary guide 
for Library Catalogues 


The vital part of the guide card is also the most vulnerable. The tab, on which the 
heading is written or printed projects above the cards and bears the brunt of the 
hard usage to which every card catalogue is subjected. The ordinary guide tends 
to bend and soon becomes shabby and illegible. 


The Guide for the Catalogue 


The Libraco Xylo Tab Guide has a specially strengthened tab covered with Xylonite 
by an invented process. It will stand a very large amount of handling and will not 
show signs of wear even after several years of use. For written headings 
a specially prepared “ Matt” surface 

has been produced. It is easy to write on, and inscriptions can be erased 
subsequently, if necessary, without damage to the guide. 

For printed alphabetic headings transparent Xylonite is used, the printing being 
done on the card and the Xylonite applied afterwards. 


Samples will be sent on application 


Matt Surface Guides... 8 0 per 
Alphabetic Sets (25 divisions) .. O per 
” » 40 = 6 per 
” » ( So © per 

» (130 99 se 
Specially Printed Guides © per 


Many thousand of these Xylo 
Tab Guides are in use in large 
- Libraries and Institutions 


Libraco Limited 
62 Cannon Street 
London 
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When writing to Advertisers please mention “ The Library World.” 
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Now Ready. 


THE CARD CATALOGUE 


A PRACTICAL MANUAL FOR PUBLIC 
C— AND PRIVATE LIBRARIES 


BY 


WwW. C. BERWICK SAYERS 
Croydon Public Libraries. Author of “The Children’s Library,” etc. 
AND 
JAMES DOUGLAS STEWART 


Islington Public Libraries. Author of “The Sheal Catalogue,” “How 
to Use a Library,” etc. Editor of “The English Catalogue of Books.” 


A complete handbook for the preparation of any kind of 
Card Catalogue for any kind of Library. Included also 


are chapterson OTHER LIBRARY USES OF CARDS 


CONTENTS. 
Part 1.—Carp CaTALoGcuges. 


Introductory. 

Card Catalogue Fittings and Mechanism. 
Cards: Their Varieties and Cost. 

Printed or Written Cards. 

Author Cards, 

Title Cards. 

Subject Cards: Classified. 

Subject Cards: Alphabetical. 

Guiding and Indexing. 

Miscellaneous Hints. 


Part t1.—Otner Liprary Uses or Carns, 
eeraed XI. The Use of Cards in Book Selection. 
XII. The Card Stock Register. 
XIII. The Card 
a XIV. The Periodical Check 
Aprgenpix.—A Select Bibliography of Card Cataloguitig. 
INDEX. 


Royal 8vo.. about 90 pages with numerous illustrations 
and examples. Art Linen. Price 3s. net. 


GRAFTON & Co., 69, Great Russell Street, W.C. 


Printed by Brown & Co., Ltd., 36-42, St. Mary Axe, Loudon, E.C., and Published b 
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